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Curbs on News Asked 


In Press-Court Study 


NEW YORK, Felb. 23 (UPI) 
The authority of a judge 
stops at the courthouse and 
any attempt to give courts 
power to hold policemen, law- 
yers and newsmen in con- 
tempt for releasing informa- 
tion about defendants would 
violate the First Amendment 
of the Constitution. 

This conclusion was an- 
nounced by former Federal 
Judge Harold R. Medina in a 
report on “Freedom of the 
Press at Fair Trial.” It dif- 
fered sharply from a similar 
study made last October for 
the American Bar Association 
by Justice Paul C. Reardon of 
the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts. 

The chief conflict between 
the two reports concerned 
where a judge’s power ends 
and the methods which should 
be used to insure freedom of 
the press and fair trials. 

The Medina report declared 
“the courts lack any power 
whatsoever over the police or 
the news media” before a 
criminal case goes to trial. 

Contempt Procedures 

The Reardon report, on the 
other hand, recommended 
mandatory regulations on po- 
licemen be included in court 
rules and violations be subject 
to contempt procedures. 

The Medina report did, 
however, recommend a volun- 
tary code for police which 
would prohibit the release of 
such information as a defend- 
ant’s past record, including 
any medical or military histo- 
ry, any statement made by a 
defendant and any personal 
belief that the defendant is 
guilty. 

The code would also pro- 
hibit photographing a defend- 
ant. 


that a single information offi- 
cer be the only police official 
authorized to give the press 
only the defendant’s name, 
age, occupation and other per- 
sonal information along with 
a general description of the 
crime. 

Code of Ethics 
The report also called for a 
tighter code of ethics for law- 
yers, saying the American Bar 
Association’s present canon 20 
was “of dubious value.” 

Its recommendations for a 
new canon 20 included pro- 
hibiting a lawyer from making 
statements about testimony to 
be offered at a trial, evidence 
excluded by the court, the ex- 
istence of a confession, the 
merits of witnesses’ claims or 
matters not to be put in 
evidence in court. 

In Potland, Ore.,' top offi- 
cials of the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors said the 
Medina committee report 
prescribed a police code of 
“virtual silence.” 

In Washington, I. William 
Hill, managing editor of the 
Washington Evening Star and 
president of the Associated 
Press Managing Editors Asso- 
ciation, criticized the report 
for “choking off news from 
the public.” 


The committee suggested 



